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If two more Western Blot courses are taught, then 120 people will have
attended these training sessions. This should be sufficient for the near
future.

There is as yet no information from the field as to test availability,
performance or other matters relating to Western Blot. Very few state
health departments have purchased the equipment required for the
technique. Also the 2 companies that will make HTLV-3/LAV antigen
available (ENI and Dupont) have not yet done so and it will probably be
at least a month before the antigen becomes commercially available.

As to the usefulness of Western Blot, right now it is the only other test
that can be used to supplement the EIA test in determining true
positives. If, in the future, other simpler (EIA?) tests become
available then the Western Blot would probably be used only in research
laboratories.
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