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Centers for Disease Control

Memorandum
.July 16, 1985

Medical Officer, Surveillance, AIDS Branch, CID

Preliminary Analysis of Reclassification of Patients Resulting from the
Recent Revision of the AIDS Case Definition for National Reporting

The Record

As of July 8, 1985, CDC had received reports of a cumulative total of
12,446 patients. Of these, 11,505 were classified as AIDS cases, based
on the old case definition. Limited information on serologic status for
antibody to HTLV-III/LAV now allows us to reclassify as AIDS patients
only 8 of 132 patients who could be reclassified if they had a positive
HTLV-III/LAV test (Table 1). Another 16 patients may be reclassified as
AIDS cases now, because of conditions not requiring a positive test
(Table 2).

Among these, I am assuming that all of the 10 children with lymphoid
interstitial pneumonitis had that diagnosis confirmed histologically;
however, the pediatric case report form does not state this, and so
further investigation may be advisable. Also, I am assuming that all the
cases of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma included because of a positive test had
the required histological type, but many of the reports did not describe
the histologic type.

At this time, no patient can be excluded as a case on the basis of
negative serology and normal T-cell subset counts, because we have no
information on the absolute T-helper lymphocyte counts in the
surveillance file. However, 182 patients have a normal TH/TS ratio
and/or negative serology for HTLV-III/LAV (Table 3). If resources
permit, we plan to learn the missing information on these 182 patients,
especially for the 41 having no identified risk factor for AIDS.

Thus the immediate effect of the revision in the case definition on the
AIDS case count will be an increase of only 24 (0.2%).
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Richard M. Selik, M.D.




Table 1

Reclassifications from Non—-cases to Cases of AIDS,
Dependent on Positive Serology

Number who may be Number in whom
reclassified now because reclassification is Potential
Opportunistic they have a positive pending because of total
Disease Test for HTLV-III/LAV unknown serologic status number
Disseminated
histoplasmosis 1 12 13
Chronic »
isosporiasis 0 6 6
Bronchopulmonary
candidiasis 0 3 3
Non-Hodgkin's
lymphoma%* 7 83 90
Kaposi's sarcoms in
persons 60 or more
years old 0 20 20
Total 8 124 132

*Assuming all the reported non-Hodgkin's lymphomas were of the appropriate histology
(diffuse, undifferentiated or large cell immunoblastic). Histologic description was
often missing from the reports.



Table 2

Reclassifications from Non-cases to Cases of AIDS,
Not Dependent on Positive Serology

Opportunistic Number who may be
disease reclassified now

Lymphoma diagnosed more
than 3 months after
other opportunistic
disease 6

Lymphoid interstitial
pneumonitis in
children* 10

Total 16

*Assuming all the reported cases of chronic interstitial pneumonitis were lymphoid and
were histologically documented. This information is missing from the case report
forms.



Table 3

-Potential Reclassifications from Cases to Non-cases of AIDS,
based on Negative Serology and Normal T-Cell Subset Counts

Normal Th/Ts ratio
and unknown serology 138

Negative HTLV-III/LAV
serology and unknown

Th/Ts ratio 31

Both normal Th/Ts ratio and
negative HTLV-III/LAV -
serology 13

Total 182
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