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Date August 23, 1984

Centers for Disease Control

C DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES Public Health Service

Memorandum

From Medical Epidemiologist

AIDS Activity, CID

Subject  Comments on Zaire AIDS Project Summary

To

James Curran, M.D., M.P.H.

I enjoyed reading the Zaire AIDS project summary by Jon Mann. It sounds very

exciting. Here are some of the thoughts I had while going through the report:

I Case-Control Study of AIDS How does Jon plan to match
the controls by socio economic status? Could he just match on neighborhood
and achieve the same result?

II _Prospective Studies. The second approach I suspect prostitutes and
STD patients would be very reluctant to enter the study. Those who did enter
would have a high drop out rate.

IITI Studies of Medical Workers What is the purpose of this
study? If Jon wants to say that working in the hospital is not risky this

" study design may be a good one. However if he really wants to see if there is

transmission in the hospital he should assess out—of-hospital exposure as
well. The outside factors probably have much higher relative risks.
Confounding, or just the "noise" from this would make it difficult to assess
the true risk of exposure in the hospital.

IV Studies Among Americans Do you think the Americans
would admit to their exposures? I'm told that is particularly difficult to
get a history from military personnel. If the same is true here, Jon may
erroneously find that Americans "without" risk factors have a high incidence
of disesase.

I am very interested in working with Jon. Do you have any idea when he will
be ready to take someone?
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Thomas A. Peterman, M.D.



