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February 23, 1968
TO : Director, Naticnal Communicable Disease Center
FROM Chief, Smallpox Eradication Program

SUBJECT: The 10 Millionth Nigerian Smallpox Vaccination

The following remarks were made by His Royal Highness, the Timi of Ede, on -
January 22, 1968 at a celebration in Ede of the 10 millionth smallpox vaccination

in Nigeria since the commencement of the 19-country Regional Smallpox Eradication/
Measles Control Program in West Africa. The unique influence of smallpox and measles
in the development of the Yoruba culture is described beautifully by the Timi and pro-
vides historical enlightenment to the impact of these diseases in a way which we have
not presently seen,

"Ladies and Gentlemen,

"It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to my domain this afternoon, particu-
larly the two distinguished visitors from the United States of America, Doctor David J.
Sencer, Director ¢f National Communicable Disease Centre, Atlanta, Georgia and Doctor
Donald Millar, Chief, Smallpox Eradication Programme of Atlanta, Georgia and party.

"These eminent people are not on pleasure trip to Nigeria, but on a special visit from
the United States of America's Public Health Services in connection with the campaign
for Smallpox Eradication and Measles Control Programme.

"We in Nigeria know very well the benefit of thfs laudable eradication programme be-
cause we have practical experience of the deadly scourge of Smallpox and the havoc it
has done among us. We also know that a great number of lives of our young ones are
lost ‘to Measles annually,

"Smallpox and measles are dreadful diseases. Of the 401 deities worshipped by the
"Yorubas, Sonponna, the god of Smallpox is the most dreadful. Sonponna was worshipped

in order to appease him so that people could be spared from his attacks. But Sonponna,
being a very stubborn deity would not heed any appeasement but rather continued taking
large teoll of lives annually so that his devotees who confiscated, as of right, all

the movable properties of the victims of Smallpox might continue to claim the booty.

The situation became so seriocus that the then Colonial Government passed a law forbidding
the worship of Sonponna the god of Smallpox in order to reduce the occurrence of the
disease.

"I now call to mind the role played by one of the Pioneer Nigerian Government Medical
Officers, the illustrious late Doctor Oguntola Sapara I. S. 0. of blessed memory to

see that Smallpox was eradicated. In order to get an insight into the mysteries of
Sonponna worship and the means by which the disease was spread by those greedy devotees
of the deity, he joined the Sonponna Cult and thereafter wrote a report which enabled
the Government to enract a law which made the worship of Sonponna illegal. The law
helped to reduce smallpox epidemic but not to the extent of eradicating it.



"Vaccination is the only known scientific and effective preventative by which the
disease can be eradicated.

"We are therefore grateful to the Government of the United States of America, the
sponsors of this programme of mass vacclnation of the people of Nigeria.

"In this connection, it is worthy of note to learn that the 10,000,000th Nigerian
to be vaccinated will be from Ede, and I am proud of this.

"On behalf of the entire people of Ede District in particular and Nigeria in general,
I take this opportunity to thank the Government of the United States of America for
the huge money and energy spent on this programme in order to see that Smallpox and
Measles are eradicated in this Country. Our thanks go to the Federal Military Govern-
ment of Nigeria for its support and co-sponsorship of this laudable Scheme. May our
prayers to God that the present war in the Country which now claims its heavy toll of
lives may soon come to an end to enable the whole Country to be united so that all may
be equally benefitted by any future programme of this nature.

"His Royal Highness, Timi of Ede"
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